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In 1931, the Mediaeval Academy of America undertook the pub-
lication of Averroes’ Commentaries on Aristotle in accordance with
a “Plan for the publication of a Corpus Commentariorum Averrois in
Aristotelem” presented in Speculum, VI (1931), 412-427. The Plan
provides that, besides the required introductions, critical apparatuses,
glossaries, and indexes, editors of texts may also add notes and studies
and translations into English.

The present volume contains the Hebrew versions of Averroes’ two
commentaries, the Middle and the Epitome, on De Generatione et Cor-
ruptione, edited by Dr. Samuel Kurland, with the addition of explanatory
notes in Hebrew. The Latin version of the Middle Commentary, edited
by Professor Francis Howard Fobes, appeared in 1956. An English
translation of these two commentaries, based upon the original Arabic
and the Hebrew and Latin versions, with notes and introduction, by
Dr. Kurland, is being published simultaneously with this volume.

The publication of this volume was made possible by the Lucius N.
Littauer Bequest to the Department of Semitic Languages and History
of Harvard University.
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PREFACE

THIS edition of Averroes’ Middle Commentary on and Epitome of

Aristotle’s De Generatione et Corruptione in their Hebrew versions
is an outgrowth of an edition of Book I, chapters I-IV of the Hebrew
version of the Middle Commentary which 1 submitted to the faculty of
the Department of Semitic Languages and History of Harvard Univer-
sity in 1929 in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the doctorate.
That edition was based upon the collation of a single Arabic manuscript,
a single Hebrew manuscript and the Juntine printed edition of the Latin
version of Venice, 1550.

In 1931 the Mediaeval Academy of America launched a program
calling for the publication of the full corpus of Averroes’ commentaries on
Aristotle. Under this program I was invited to prepare critical editions
of the Arabic original and of Kalonymus ben Kalonymus’ Hebrew trans-
lation of the entire Middle Commentary on the De Generatione et Corrup-
tione as well as of the Arabic original and Moses ibn Tibbon’s Hebrew
translation of the Epitome of the same Aristotelian work. In addition,
I was requested to collaborate with Professor Francis H. Fobes of
Ambherst College in the preparation of the critical edition of the Latin
version of the Middle Commentary which appeared in 1956.

Thanks to the generosity of the Lucius N. Littauer Foundation I
was enabled, in 1931, to visit the various libraries of Europe there to
avail myself of those Arabic and Hebrew manuscripts which were
essential for the establishment and clarification of the Averroes texts
here presented. There then followed many unavoidable long interrup-
tions in the work which necessitated many fresh starts, due to undeniable
demands upon my time which rendered independent research a matter of
ill-afforded luxury. In addition, much time was consumed in the work of
collaboration in the editing of the Latin version which also suffered
many interruptions. Finally, in 1955, again with the most opportune
and generous aid of the Lucius N. Littauer Foundation, I was enabled to
return to the task unencumbered and to bring it to completion. In the
meantime, the Mediaeval Academy of America requested that I prepare
English translations of the Middle Commentary and the Epitome with
notes and introduction. This task, too, is now completed and the
English edition will appear simultaneously with this volume.

X



X Preface

As I see the fruition of these many years of labor I realize that it
would have been impossible without the assistance and encouragement
I received from those who labor in the same vineyard. First and foremost,
I owe a debt of profound gratitude to Professor Harry A. Wolfson of
Harvard University, my teacher and counselor through these many years,
whose unsparing discipline, faultless judgment, and steady encourage-
ment have sustained me in my task. I am also indebted to Professor
Francis H. Fobes of Amherst College who made available to me the
established text of the Latin version of the Middle Commentary before its
publication, for collation with the Hebrew, and who gave me his fullest
cooperation whenever I turned to him for clarification on problems in-
volving the Latin text. I also take this opportunity to acknowledge my
deepest gratitude to Professor David Baneth of the Hebrew University in
Jerusalem for his most painstaking and expert checking of the Arabic
terms in the glossary attached to this book and for his helpful suggestions.
Of great assistance to me was the generous and courteous manner in which
I was permitted to enjoy the privileges of the libraries of Paris, Oxford, the
British Museum, Berlin, Munich and the London Bet ha-Midrash while I
was in Europe in search of manuscript material. In the final resumption
of my work which led to its completion I was fortunate in having access to
the fine resources and facilities of the library of the University of Penn-
sylvania so graciously granted me by Mr. Walter W. Wright, Assistant
Librarian. I also wish to record my appreciation to Dr. Joshua Bloch,
former chief of the Jewish Division of the New York Public Library
for making available to me some rare prints in connection with my
work and to the Jewish Theological Seminary which made available
to me a manuscript copy of the Hebrew Middle Commentary. Finally,
a word of praise and thanks to Dr. Maurice Jacobs and his superb staff —
among them, especially, Dr. Menahem G. Glenn who read the proofs
and Mr. Meyer Weitzel who fashioned the pages — for their fine crafts-
manship in the production of this volume.

S. K.



INTRODUCTION

Averroes wrote commentaries on all of Aristotle’s works but one, the
Politics. These commentaries were of three kinds, long, middle, and
epitomes. On some of Aristotle’s works Averroes wrote all three kinds
of commentary, on others only two, on still others only one. In the case
of the De Generatione et Corruptione two of these are known to us today,
the Middle Commentary and the Epitome. This Middle Commentary, like
all the others, takes the form of a passage by passage explanation of the
Aristotelian text. Averroes seeks to bring out most clearly the intent of
each passage by elaborating more fully whenever necessary, by rendering
explicit elements in an argument which Aristotle may have left implicit,
and at times by injecting elements from other works of Aristotle which
the latter merely adduces by reference to these works. At times, he also
introduces arguments from the Greek commentators on Aristotle only
to refute them, for throughout he stands as the admiring expositor and
staunch defender of the Master.

In this Epitome Averroes’ expressed purpose is to summarize and
analyze the views of Aristotle and to bring to the fore the substance
of Aristotle’s thinking by omitting altogether all those sections in which
Aristotle summarizes and criticizes the views of his predecessors or,
at most, reducing those sections to one-sentence summations wherever
clarity demands that much. Unlike some of his other Epifomes of the
works of Aristotle, this Epitome does not attempt to expand the discussion
by introducing views and arguments from post-Aristotelian schools of
philosophy.

The De Generatione et Corruptione, by the various translations made
of it and the commentaries written on it, presents another example of
the path along which the works and teachings of Aristotle, the philosopher
among philosophers in mediaeval Moslem, Jewish and Christian philo-
sophic circles, were transmitted from the East to the West. Thus, it
was translated into Syriac from the Greek by Honein ibn Ishak, into
Arabic from the Syriac by Ishak ibn Honein, into Hebrew from the
Arabic by Zerahiah ben Isaac (1264), and into Latin from the same
Arabic by Gerard of Cremona in the last quarter of the twelfth century.

Averroes wrote his Middle Commentary on the De Generatione et

Corruptione in 1172, It was translated into Hebrew by Kalonymus ben
xi



xit Introduction

Kalonymus, a Provence philosopher and translator who lived from 1286
until after 1328, in 1316. It was translated into Latin from the Arabic
original by Michael Scot in the thirteenth century.

The present edition of the Hebrew Middle Commentary is based upon
a collation of four Arabic manuscripts, thirteen Hebrew manuscripts,
and the critical edition of the Latin translation of Michael Scot published
by Professor Francis H. Fobes in 1956. The various manuscripts used
are listed in the Key to the Sigla.

Kalonymus’ translation is a very close and faithful rendering of the
original Arabic and shows remarkable care and consistency in the use of
philosophic terms and in the preservation of all shades and nuances of
meaning manifested in the original. This renders the Hebrew version a
most useful aid toward a fuller understanding of obscure passages in the
Arabic.

The date of composition of the Epitome of the De Generatione et
Corruptione is not known. Renan and Munk hold that Averroes wrote
his epitomes of the various Aristotelian works before his middle and long
commentaries on them. In that case, the Epitome of the De Generatione
et Corruptione must have been written some time before 1172 which is
the date of the composition of the Middle Commentary on that book.

The Epitome was translated into Hebrew by Moses ibn Tibbon in
1250. It was translated into Latin by Vital Nissus among the later
Latin versions of Averroes’ works made from the Hebrew and included
in the printed Juntine edition of Venice, 1550. The present edition of
the Epitome is based upon three manuscripts and the Hyderabad 1947
printed Arabic text, five manuscripts of the Hebrew version, and the
Vital Nissus Latin version.

Although thé commentaries of Averroes fell into complete neglect
among the Arabic speaking peoples soon after his death, they were
studied and interpreted by Jewish scholars up until the end of the
sixteenth century. There are Hebrew supercommentaries on almost all
of them; on some of them more than one —even as many as twelve.
In the case of the texts herein edited there are the following Hebrew
supercommentaries on Averroes which were consulted in their prepara-
tion: (1) An anonymous supercommentary on the Middle Commentary
of which only one copy is extant, MS. Paris 967, and which, according to
Steinschneider, was written by a disciple of Shem-Tob ben Joseph ben
Shem-Tob (f. ca. 1461-89); (2) Gersonides’ supercommentary on the
Epitome written in 1321, of which Steinschneider lists six extant copies,
Berlin 116, Bodleian Reggio 11, Munich 246, Paris 962, 963, and Vatican
342, of which we consulted the Paris 963 and the Munich 246 copies;
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(3) an anonymous supercommentary on the Epifome, extant in one
manuscript copy, Paris 964, and catalogued as presumably written by
Solomon %7K (Solomon ben Moses of Melgueil, French philosophical
writer and translator of the thirteenth century?).

THE CrITICAL APPARATUSES

Each of the texts in our present Hebrew edition has been supplied
with three critical apparatuses. Apparatus A records the variations,
omissions, additions, and marginal corrections found in the thirteen
Hebrew manuscripts collated. As a basis for the collation we used
Cod. Heb. 939 of the Paris Bibliothéque Nationale. In establishing the
texts of the Hebrew Middle Commentary and Epitome we followed the
following criteria: (1) The appearance of any particular reading in a
majority of Hebrew copies was not in itself taken as the deciding factor;
(2) Words or phrases were added or omitted in the Hebrew version only
where some one of the Arabic manuscripts provided a basis for such
additions or omissions; (3) In those cases where a reading found in the
Hebrew was lacking in the Arabic manuscripts that reading was re-
tained in the Hebrew only where the omission in the Arabic manuscripts
was clearly one of error; (4) The final reading adopted had to be correct
and logical from the point of view of language and content.

Apparatus B records all the variants between the adopted Hebrew
reading and those of the Arabic manuscripts. The Arabic variants are
recorded in Hebrew characters followed by a Hebrew translation of
each variant.

Apparatus C records all the variants between the adopted Hebrew
reading and that of the Latin text as established in the critical edition of
Professor Francis H. Fobes in the case of the Middle Commentary, and
as found in the Juntine 1550 edition in the case of the Epitome. All
Latin variants are recorded in Hebrew translation only.

In recording variants we have been guided by the principle that even
where they may be of no practical significance in the establishment of a
correct Hebrew text, they may yet serve to indicate the manner of the
preservation and transmission of the various texts as well as the methods
and vagaries of the various translators and scribes.

In the margin of the Middle Commentary we have placed the para-
graph numbers corresponding to those in the Juntine edition of the
Latin version for purposes of ready cross reference. In the margin of
both the Middle Commentary and the Epitome we have supplied the
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references, according to Bekker’s edition, to those passages in Aristotle
which are being treated by Averroes. All other references, direct or
implied, whether to other Aristotelian or to non-Aristotelian works will
be found in the notes.

The present edition has been supplied with an extensive glossary of
the Hebrew terms in the two texts along with the underlying Arabic, the
corresponding Latin, and the reflected Greek terms wherever these last
could be ascertained — more often so in the Middle Commentary than
in the Epitome. As a rule, we supplied only one reference for each term,
except in those cases where any one term was used to translate or was
translated by more than one term in any of the other languages, in which
cases we supplied the additional references.
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[am, " avw.=] alykpaow wa a0 Tamans Yoav o o by (263 o)
“This is due to the ‘intermingling’ by which the things %" n8 o i
.that come-to-be and pass-away are implicated with one another”

.olykpaoy mppa [“collision, *,fy1e, =] alrykpovaw ;DR "'w XD DIMIMYD
“Neither word, so far as I can discover, > mxnow *nw nk M3 Joachim 5ar
occurs elsewhere in Aristotle, though both are to be found once in the‘spurious
:155 N8 M o83 o'e1En NR 8ap MM .de Plantis’ "' (p. 262, n. to 36b 2-21)
Aristotelis De Caelo Lib. 111. De Ortu et Interitu 11 &c.,) Julius Pacius (1)
‘e olykpaow v  (Francofurti, Typis Wechelianis ..... MDCI
ma bow mb anws ponp s 1 “ob mutuam invicem conspirationem”
“olrykpovow is a '3 it w1 M3 Joachim bar v 237b oo xa s aab
‘‘the phrase would then only anticipate obscurely *>\ very inappropriate word”
.what the following lines [336b, 21-24] state clearly”
“that pre- mra > woww wbR ,Joachim =ywn ¢ olykpaocy D1me on (2)
mature death is due to ‘collision’ — i. e. to life being crushed out Slg, instead
oD 1 D amT K 9ar .of vanishing by the process of natural decline”
2y *53 ka imbn van nposn 8N mw
1o wbw Yo owmpdn (3)
T A vew nrr mAwb bax .mmon ab xR iolykpacy nowt oy (R)

boa ,muwran-obTant nyaar ad R ovne cbya n 8’91 o bowa by bon

“there is nothing in the context to justify us '> Joachim 1mx am7 nat

in supposing that the things which are ‘reciprocally attempered’ are

.the grotxeta”
maoiT oy NN fa0a 5o maoa nyapb gn non olrykpovew o oy (3)

“there is nothing *> Joachim =mn» mr vveb  .mavpm nmwonan mbyon

in the context to suggest that the girykpovais is a olykpovais TiV

alrlowy”
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fully stated — which Aristotle elsewhere ascribes to ‘Parmenides,’ i. e. to the
Toop xm  .Pythagoreans criticized in the ‘Way of Opinion!" " (p. 251)
Pwn Yow yxp Cherniss .*‘Pythagorean materialists”1 nyt bys by =1ab
“must be taken as a general account of all materialistic systems’’ |x22 pmn
(Aristotle’s Criticism of Presocratic Philosophy, p. 228, n. 48)
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“One of the motions, then, would be ,75771% i1 o *> 21303 pnynd -pa pae
ineffective, for if the two motions were of equal strength, there would be no
movement either way, and if one of the two were preponderent, the other
.would be inoperative” (tbid., 271a, 29-30)
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“There does not seem to be any evidence :vy» (249 -n»dy ,ow) Joachimn
to determine to what theories (if to any) besides that of ‘Socrates in the
.Phaedo,’ Aristotle is here referring”

1y “universals” mb> j'pn niap wa o .navany 86.67
no M AT Yo wee omor b oo ST g atb ew. onnbxn waoon
SR nSMBT MM o s e 5o wxe mop .nbaa poy o 5oY M vw oow wbor
wonwn Dww 7 A ,292 MDY DB NR¥NT L' M wprap o e .(201v,25-27)
“universal” 123 1°o7 niapa N o

— 12 ,'2 335) pefekTikd nbon nx ornd w3 v o bapoia 86.68
byb 85.66% myma my  awowma (“participants”

Ynwn or obRpT am wrmsnts oowwn tbya by .oapy 86.69
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M2 8y
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AR ,“a potency of being acted on” ,700 wafewv dlvauts :13-10 ,'8 1046
g &y abrd TG waoxovt dpxrn perafolis walnrikis vmw’ dNNov i f dNho
“the originative source, in the thing acted on, of its being passively changed
.by another thing or by itself gua other”

SR 1019 ,12 ,Vyapn annw oo mwn .ayInay Syien nbnnna 87.90
“the source of ,9 apxn kwioews 4 ueraBolfis 7 év érépw # 7 érepov :15
.motion or change which is in another thing or in the same thing gqua other”
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oY wby ,owmp on ovowen oweim nva (1) raenn fa0b ynw o (8)
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“matter moving from one place to ,UA\y wofev wol :onb amd N oo
'3 1069 ,2 ,XII ;22-21 mra ,28-16 ,'a2 1050 ,8 ,IX ,yama answ mv) another”
.ov) “matter that admits of change of place” ,UAy 7omuky W ,(36-24
““All things :26-24 ,’2 1069 ,2 ,XII ,o0 12 v (7 ,'3-25 ‘8 1042 ,1,VIII
that change have matter, but different matter; and of eternal things those
which are not generable but are movable in space have matter — not matter
for generation (yevyryy), however, but for motion from one place to another
oo aon oA%Y oIoEN annnp BN o A MY nnnp oowin (2) .(wofév wol)
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ooy *nap, own oM 5503 apxy Nk mws 37 PR 5 nbyp naoh oppn ovyavn
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“For he (i. e. Socrates), after finding fault with 2b% o503 100d-e ,100b-99¢
everybody else for having offered no explanation, lays it down that ‘some
things are forms while others are participants (uefekTikd) in the forms,’ and
that while each thing is said to be in virtue of the form, it is said to come to
be gua sharing in (kara 79y peradpr) and to pass away gua losing the form
(kaTa v drofdAny). Hence, if these theses are true, he believes that the forms
must be the causes both of generation and of corruption’” (33sb, 10-16).
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And the maturing process is initiated by the thing's own heat, even though
external aids may contribute to it: as, for instance, baths and the like may
“Inconcoction 7o .aid digestion, but it is initiated by the body's own heat”’
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“(1) Why should Aristotle :Joachim 5w wnapwn Sy owpn (23 'by ow) Waszinkn
use the plural ¥Aas, if the difficulty should only lie in the quantity of a certain
matter? (2) Why should he suppose the capacity of the vessel to be limited?’’
“dametpos here does not mean ‘quanti- :ra (24 Mwy) o7 ow¥n 1 ORYY NN
Sex nxi o0 o it b xaoY tatively infinite’ but ‘infinitely various’.”
'3 332) amelpor évavTibrysn (27,3 325) amelpots oxNuact 0 O'RID WO
MwRI3 27D NIAwD TR Bewpa mnoa nw AR anp Joachimw awm) (14
“an Sy vowon M2 “an indeterminate number of matters” %y bt vowon
199 YN AR o oWap WoRT Y5 o (indeterminate quantity of air”
“Aristotle in this passage opposes the mechanical conception of the relation
between matter and form. If the form of a thing out of which another thing
comes-to-be is imagined as a vessel containing the matter of the new thing,
it might contain another as well; it might even be successively filled with
infinitely different matters. These matters being taken out of the form, an
infinite number of different things would come-to-be, all of them owing
their actual nature to the fact that at one time they were contained in the
same form, which is clearly absurd. So Aristotle points out that it is only
by definition (b, 14: Aéyw) that the potential matter for the new thing is
isolable from the thing out of which it comes-to-be. This means that the
specific character of the new thing does not arise because the matter leaves
the form of the former thing, but depends on the fact that the matter of the
former thing has been ‘re-formed’ in such a way that a new matter comes
into being. Only this principle can answer the question why this particular
thing necessarily comes-to-be out of tkat particular thing, whereas, according
to the theory here rejected, from a determinate form some other thing might
.have arisen just as well” (¢bid.)
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D370 IR PR L1931 .Dwmpa oo abep Yown 99T oobuan ovpp pa on
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WA yown Py mpat p by L10.66-72 Byb vy opw npa 23.35
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bypa xxoan wmp oway anoxn N

.31-30 mw oy i es o pbna—wany 24.41-42

TAMAND3 R SN AT oavtayn vatans boa annvpnx 24.43
mppa crementi Yan ,generatio (XD MV MONR (AL =) W 0»3TWn
197 LRI AT NV MM DX A0 M2 YA D TR AMN2 T ann
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WO AT AR w7 JaR MAaD 0 @ O ypa R¥p3 370 24.44
J25R I17 P WDIRY A 0NN 0273 R0IAD KINw T Y omxpon

nmroxn by 1727w aw yanm woar 372 wp by Joachim nxw 29 '8 3203
o2 b obo ok b wow kY noa STy Riaw 3T ww bys
“only one of its two possible meanings, viz. that growth is a bva1 837 88
process in which oc@ua kai uéyefos result from a matter actually incorporeal
and devoid of magnitude,though potentially magnitude and body”’ (pp. 113-114).
“According to the other possible meaning of éx duvdauer :vym Jood MM
uéyeflos (which is not here directly stated, though it is implied below: see
*20b 12-14), the matter of growth would be actually corporeal and actually
possessed of magnitude, though only potentially ‘corporeal and possessed of
magnitude’ in the same sense in which the result of growth is actually so. The
main result of the later discussion (from 20b34 onwards) is to explain and
.justify this conception of the matter of growth”

TIOND WD WX T3 AR O 21752 I NI 13 WP DR 0D TR AN
T ALEGA

dwelpous yap oldév kwAlerw UAas elvar, @Wore .0nb —5 24.48-49
.(320b 10-11) xal ylyveoOar érelexelq

bv Wy »ank Joachim 9mm i vowDA IR WM .OHIT OPR WK AT
“For there is nothing to prevent an indeterminate number :75 o17m Zabarella
of matters being thus ‘contained in’ the water, so that they might come-to-be
.actually an indeterminate quantity of air”’

nR pon “nip>53 nbon bya onba, jawa dwelpous nbon nx opn Wi
“since there would be nothing to limit the quantity of matter ‘con- 72 wnoy
tained in’ the Water, there would be nothing to limit the volume of the re-
Verdenius bar .Joachim oy oopp (44-43 ‘py) Tricot .(p. 117) sulting Air"
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no place’, and Aristotle suggests ‘the point’ as an illustration .. ... The
20°5 1nayn L 115 Ty ,ov) second alternative way (b) is that matter is ‘a void’ "
«(2-1 2 320°% wnny) r pprna AR 9w Tricotn (2,3 — L34 'R

“Now 1783 mpab nont <ina pmp *ndan owia wwwn Dk prisn Joachim
Aristotle explains, in the passage of the Physics (IV, 6-9) where he argues
that there is no ‘void’, what 76 xevdy is commonly supposed to mean. By
kevby is meant StaoTnua év @ unbéy éori odua alolnrév i e. there is
supposed to be a place filled (or capable of being filled) by tangible body,
and then, within this filled place, a gap devoid of tangible body (cf. Physics,
l.c. 213a 27-31, 213b 31-214a 11). Hence the words kal c@ua obk alofnrdy
(b2) are rightly added here, as explanatory of kevéy. If the matter is ‘a
void’, it is the empty place of a perceptible (i. e. tangible) body. It is the
spatial content of a body, a body without the perceptible qualities of a body”
(ibid).
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“Declaratum est igitur ex hoc :19.52-543 o2 pnan xwn ,19.48-18.471
sermone modus secundum quem dicimus quod transmutatio in quasdam
substantias et ex eis est generatio simplex, et in quibusdam non; et modus
secundum quem dicimus hoc in substantiis et in accidentibus; et quod
.aliquo modo sunt similes” (ed. Fobes, p. 33, 1. 25-30)
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combinations like flesh, bone, etc., have no ¢ileis of their own. Only the
four ‘immortal’ elements have a ¢lots which does not pass away’ (pp. 205—
.206, note 4)
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